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Dear Rev. Tran, 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Meeting in Wichita, Kansas, on Friday, July 15, 2016, and with a quorum present, the 
South Central Jurisdictional Conference passed (by majority vote) a motion made by 
Mrs. Dixie Brewster, lay delegate of the Great Plains Annual Conference, to request a 
declaratory decision from the Judicial Council. The motion was as follows: 

MOTION FOR A DECLARATORY DECISION 

Bishop, I move that the South Central Jurisdictional Conference request a declaratory 
decision from the Judicial Council on the following matter: 

Is the nomination, election, consecration, and/or assignment as a bishop of The United 
Methodist Church of a person who claims to be a "self-avowed practicing homosexual" 
or is a spouse in a same-sex marriage lawful under The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church. 

Specifically, 

What is the application, meaning and effect of1304.3, 1310.2d, 1341.6, and 12702.1 
(a), (b), and (d) in regard to the nomination, election, consecration and/or assignment as 
bishop of a person who claims to be a "se(f-avowed practicing homosexual" or is a 
spouse in a same-sex marriage or civil union? Further ---

• Does a public record that a nominee for the episcopacy is a spouse in a same-sex
marriage disqualify that person from nomination, election, consecration and/or
assignment as a bishop in The United Methodist Church?



• If a jurisdictional conference nominates, elects, consecrates, and/or assigns a person
who, by virtue of being legally married or in a civil union under civil law to a same­
sex partner, would be subject to a chargeable offense, is the action of the
jurisdictional conference null and void?

• Is it lawful for one or more of the bishops of a jurisdiction to consecrate a person as
bishop when the bishop-elect is known by public record to be a spouse in a same-sex
marriage or civil union?

• When a bishop, district superintendent, district committee on ordained ministry,
Board of Ordained Ministry, or clergy session becomes aware or is made aware that
a clergy person is a spouse in a same sex marriage or civil union of public record,
does such information in effect and in fact amount to a self-avowal of the practice of
homosexuality as set forth in � 304. 3, related footnotes and related Judicial Council
Decisions?

This petition is submitted on behalf of the South Central Jurisdictional Conference under 
the authority of United Methodist Book of Discipline Par. 2610 (2)(t), in that it pertains 
to "matters relating to or affecting jurisdictions or jurisdictional conferences or the work 
therein," that is, the qualification and election of bishops by jurisdictional conferences 
pursuant to Book of Discipline Par. 27 (2) and Article V of the United Methodist 
Constitution. Specifically, the petition addresses action by the Western Jurisdiction in 
electing Rev. Karen Oliveto, reported to be an openly gay clergy member, as a 
bishop. Accordingly, the petition will directly affect Bishop Oliveto, her qualifications 
and the efficacy of her election as bishop. More generally, the petition will affect all 
jurisdictions and jurisdictional conferences of the United Methodist Church, who have an 
interest in the election and appointment of bishops in the United Methodist Church. The 
maker of the motion, Mrs. Dixie Brewster, will be notified of her need (as maker of the 
motion) to identify all persons/entities affected by or having an interest in matters 
addressed in the petition, and of her right to file a brief as authorized by Appendix B of 
the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Judicial Council. Thank you for your attention 
to this matter, and please let me know if anything further is needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C�·. ,t+twR-mi<Ro�-:.-------
Bis o Cynthia Fierro Harvey L_) 
Resi ent Bishop, Louisiana Area 
The United Methodist Church 

Copy: Bishop Michael McKee 
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

DAKOTAS· MINNESOTA AREA 

122 West Franklin Avenue, Suite 200 Minneapolis, MN 55404-2472 

Phone: 612-870-4007 

July 26, 2017 

Rev. Luan-Vu "Lui" Tran 

 

 

RE: Request for Expedited Consideration of South Central Jurisdictional Conference Request for Declaratory Decision 

Dear Rev. Tran, 

Grace and peace to you from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On July 20, 2016, the executive committee of the Council of Bishops voted to support the expedited consideration of the resolution passed by the South Central Jurisdictional Conference on July 15, 2016. The 

executive committee is aware that the resolution requesting a declaratory decision by the Judicial Council was not passed until the day of the Judicial Council's deadline for its October docket. The committee 

further understands that you communicated to Bishop Harvey on July 21 that the matter would be placed on the April 2017 docket. 

The matter addressed by the resolution of the South Central Jurisdictional Conference is of great importance to The United Methodist Church and to the work of the Council of Bishops. A ruling before April 

2017 is needed to avoid the uncertainty surrounding the election of Bishop Karen Olive to and its effect on the administration of the church. Rule IV(C} of the Rules of the Judicial Council permits expedited 

consideration of a matter, and the executive committee urges the Judicial Council to consider the request for declaratory decision no later than the October docket. 

Sincerely, 
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